Cover Crop Study

Margaret Scheufler
Scheufler Farms, Inc.
Sterling, KS
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Cover Crop in our Rotation

Growing Crop during Summer
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Airseeding Cover crop  July 10, 2008

Soybeans 15.2A. @ 40 #/A.

Cowpeas 12.7A. @ 25 #/A

———— N ———a—y
Sunflowers 5.5A. @ 4.3#/A.
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Average Wheat Yield by cover crop strip

Mean
Wheat Stub 40.6
Cowpeas 38.1
Soybeans 34.5

Cowpea & Soybean strips
July 2009 on 4 fields
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Mean Wheat Yields by Covercrop (2010)
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What next?

Repeat summer covercrop study using a mix this time

Begin a study with a fall covercrop such as tillag
radish following harvest of dryland corn
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2011 Milo Yield

Treat Avg.
group Treatment Yield
1 None 9.2
1 Radish 10.6
2 None 10.7
2 Radish 11.3
3  None 6.7
3 Radish 57 ® None
4 MNone 175
4 Radish 147 ¥ Radish
5 None 18.5
5 Radish 16.4
Mean None 10.4
Mean Radish 9.8

1 2 3 4 5 Mean
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“Is it beneficial to use cover crops
in our rotation?”

We’re still pursuing the answer...
Yield?
Water infiltration?
Other soil enhancements?

Thanks to KARA for funding this research.
Margaret Scheufler — Scheufler Farms, Inc.




